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New Testament Prophets

Sabbath Afternoon

Read for This Week’s Study: Matt. 16:13–16, Eph. 2:20, 
Rev. 22:6, Luke 2:36–38, Acts 21:9, Eph. 6:10–18.

Memory Text: “There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. And there 
are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in 
all” (1 Corinthians 12:4–6, NKJV).

As a father was driving, his son scanned the cars passing by in 
order to spot those that were the same as his dad’s. The father 
then pointed to a car and exclaimed, “Son, that was the same 

as my first car!” When they got home, the father pulled out the owner’s 
manual to his first car, along with the manual to the current car. He 
carefully showed his son the features of each vehicle, highlighting 
things that were alike and what had been changed. However, when the 
father compared the two engines, everything was identical. Much had 
changed, but not the engine.

God spoke through prophets in the Old and New Testaments, and the 
continuity and harmony in their messages is because the Holy Spirit—
the Source, or “Engine,” of divine inspiration—has remained the same. 
The Holy Spirit always empowers true prophets through the gift of 
prophecy. He also places Christ at the center of the prophets’ messages, 
as Hebrews makes clear (Heb. 1:1–3).

This week we will examine the gift of prophecy in the New 
Testament, looking at who functioned as prophets, what prophets did, 
how prophets compared to apostles, and the danger of false prophets, 
as well.

* Study this week’s lesson to prepare for Sabbath, October 24.

*October 17–23Lesson
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October 18

Jesus as Prophet 
Moses predicted that “ ‘the Lord your God will raise up for you a 

Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall 
hear’  ” (Deut. 18:15, NKJV). Who was the prophet? Scripture itself 
makes it clear: it was pointing to Jesus Himself. “ ‘For Moses truly said 
to the fathers, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like 
me from your brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He 
says to you” ’ ” (Acts 3:22, NKJV; see also John 6:14).

What is the prophetic role of Jesus? How was this question answered 
in Jesus’ time? (Matt. 16:13–16, Mark 8:27–29, Luke 9:18–20).

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Jesus, as the Christ, the Messiah, is the One to whom all the Old 
Testament prophets pointed. In the New Testament, Jesus is recognized 
as the fulfillment of their Messianic prophecies. In Luke 24:13–35, 
He presents Himself as the One to whom the Messianic prophecies 
pointed.

In fact, in John 1:1–5, the description given of the Word here does not 
fit any human being or mere human prophet. The Word is identified as 
the Creator, for “all things were made through Him, and without Him 
nothing was made that was made” (John 1:3, NKJV). That is, He cre-
ated all that was created, which is the entire cosmos, now estimated to 
be 93 billion light-years wide.

In every “and God said” of Genesis 1, we hear Jesus speaking. He 
who said, “Let there be light” (Gen. 1:3) is also the “light of men” (John 
1:4), and through the plan of salvation (John 1:4, 5), He was dispelling 
earth’s darkness.

God’s prophetic words are certain and confirmed. When heeded, 
they are “a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts” (2 Pet. 1:19, NKJV). Prophecy will 
continue to bring light to our sinful world until Jesus, “the Morning 
Star,” and Source of that prophetic light, will usher in His eternal 
kingdom.

Until then, through His life, death, and resurrection, Christ offers us 
all eternal life. The only question is whether or not we will accept it.

Dwell on the fact that Jesus, the Creator (John 1:1–3), is also the 
One who died on the cross for your sins. What does this amazing 
truth teach about the reality of God’s love for us?

_____________________________________________________

Sunday
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October 19

Apostles and Prophets
The New Testament mentions the work of prophets and apostles. The 

apostles were “messengers,” or “ones sent forth” from God, as defined 
by the Greek word apostolos. Throughout the Gospels, the word “apos-
tle” refers to the 12 disciples. The rest of the New Testament supports 
this idea and includes other individuals who were not among Christ’s 
original disciples.

Paul calls himself an apostle 12 times in his epistles. In Romans 1:1, 2, 
he connects his apostolic calling, and the content of his preaching, with 
the message of the Old Testament prophets. Paul presents himself as an 
apostle to the Gentiles (Rom. 11:13). He was appointed “through the 
will of God” (1 Cor. 1:1).

Unlike the priests who followed a familial line from fathers to sons, 
God appointed prophets and apostles according to His will. When Paul’s 
apostleship was in dispute, he defended his calling (1 Cor. 9:1, 2). Paul 
saw his apostleship as building upon the work of Christ, the Foundation 
of the church (Eph. 2:20). As recipients of God’s revelation, the 
apostles therefore possess the same level of inspiration as the prophets 
(Eph. 3:1–5).

In 2  Peter 3:1, 2, Peter makes reference to prophets as those who 
came before and whose words were important, but now the apostles are 
presented as carrying the same authority. In these verses, reference is 
made to Old and New Testament times. While prophets may seem to be 
God’s messengers of the Old Testament era and apostles God’s messen-
gers of the New Testament era, there were also people who prophesied 
or exercised the prophetic gift but who were not apostles. The gift of 
prophecy was not limited to the apostles in New Testament times. And 
not all prophets were apostles (Acts 15:32).

Read Ephesians 2:20 and Ephesians 3:5. How do apostles and proph-
ets function in relation to Christ and the church?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

And as we also know from reading what the apostles in the New 
Testament wrote, Jesus was the center of almost all that they wrote. In 
one way or another, His life, death, resurrection, high-priestly ministry, 
and return were their central focus.

The Bible is the only official record we have of the words of the 
apostles and prophets about Jesus, His life, and works. What 
should this tell us about why the Bible must have final authority 
for what we believe about Jesus and His death for us?

Monday
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Functions of New Testament Prophets 
What do 1 Corinthians 14:3, Ephesians 4:11–13, and Revelation 22:6 

tell us about the role of New Testament prophets?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

These verses above, however helpful, do not present a compre-
hensive view of all that New Testament prophets did. Nevertheless, 
much of what they did reflects what prophets in the Old Testament 
also had done, thus providing continuity with the prophetic gift.

In 1 Corinthians 12:10, prophecy is mentioned among other spiri-
tual gifts. In the body of Christ metaphor (1 Cor. 12:27, 28), proph-
ets are mentioned after apostles, who also received revelations from 
God. According to 1 Corinthians 14:3: “He who prophesies speaks 
edification and exhortation and comfort to men” (NKJV).

Ephesians 4:11–13 lists a similar cluster of spiritual gifts, as does 
1 Corinthians 12. Prophets are mentioned among apostles, evange-
lists, pastors, and teachers (Eph. 4:11). These persons exist for “the 
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:12, 13, NKJV). As seen 
here and elsewhere, Jesus is the central focus of their message.

The book of Acts talked about two prophets, Judas and Silas 
(neither one having written a book in the Bible), who “exhorted and 
strengthened the brethren with many words” (Acts 15:32, NKJV). 
Though, yes, at times prophets do have to utter warnings, even stern 
warnings at times, they also—depending upon the circumstance—
do offer words of encouragement, especially in trying times, words 
that were no doubt greatly appreciated by those who needed to hear 
them and the hope and promise that they contained.

The work of encouragement also is mentioned in the context of 
prophesying (1 Cor. 14:31, NKJV). In times of tribulation and per-
secution, the gift of prophecy has been a source of encouragement 
and hope.

In Revelation 22:6, Jesus is presented as “Lord God of the holy 
prophets” and whose “  ‘words are faithful and true’  ” (NKJV). Of 
course, anything that comes from God’s servants, when they are 
speaking for God, is going to be “faithful and true,” too. In a world 
in which we can trust so little, we can indeed trust what the proph-
ets of the Lord say, especially in His Word, our final and ultimate 
authority.

Tuesday
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October 21

Female Prophets and Young Pastoral 
Associates

Read Luke 2:36–38 and Acts 21:9. What do these passages tell us 
about female prophets?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

In Old Testament times, God called both men and women to be His 
messengers. In New Testament times, there is clear evidence of female 
prophets. Anna was the first one called a “prophetess” in the New 
Testament. She is someone who, in her full-time ministry, “served God 
with fastings and prayers night and day. And . . . she gave thanks to the 
Lord, and spoke of Him” (Luke 2:37, 38, NKJV).

Acts 21:9 says that Philip had “four virgin daughters who prophe-
sied” (NKJV). New Testament historians, such as Eusebius, have found 
later texts that mention where they possibly lived, and then were buried. 
Either way, what we do see are women, most likely young women, who 
have the prophetic gift. We don’t know exactly what they prophesied or 
the extent of their ministry. One thing, however, that we do know about 
these young women with the prophetic gift: none of their prophetic 
words made it into the canon, the Bible. That is, like many others, they 
were noncanonical prophets, true prophets whose words, writings, 
whatever, were not made into biblical books.

In addition to women prophets, young pastors worked in close 
association with apostles. Apostles mentored young leaders for 
ministry. Paul, for instance, addressed Timothy as “a true son in the 
faith” (1 Tim. 1:2, NKJV; see also 1 Tim. 4:12). Paul taught Timothy 
the basics of pastoral ministry. He states concerning his calling: “This 
charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies 
previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good 
warfare” (1 Tim. 1:18, NKJV).

In Titus 1:4, Paul introduced Titus as “a true son in our common 
faith” (NKJV). Paul gave Titus the task of appointing leaders for the 
believers in Crete, a challenging congregation. He offered young Titus 
spiritual counsel on how to approach this important responsibility, then 
concluded: “Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. 
Let no one despise you” (Titus 2:15, NKJV).

Young, old, male, female—we all can have a role to play in God’s 
work. What is your role, and how can you do even more?

_____________________________________________________

Wednesday
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False Prophets in the New Testament 
Read Matthew 24:23, 24. What does Jesus warn us about here? Why 

should we take this warning so seriously?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Jesus Himself couldn’t have been clearer: “  ‘For false christs and 
false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if 
possible, even the elect’ ” (Matt. 24:24, NKJV).

The deceptions that He warns about must be quite persuasive, if, 
indeed, “great signs and wonders” will be part of it. Supernatural 
events, in and of themselves, are not evidence of God’s working, 
however persuasive they can appear. We have supernatural enemies. 
As Paul has warned us: “For we do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places” (Eph 6:12, NKJV). And these powers work through 
false prophets.

In fact, false prophets are nothing new. The New Testament refers to the 
false prophets in Old Testament times (Luke 6:26). In the New Testament, 
false prophets are likened to “ ‘ravenous wolves’ ” who are “ ‘in sheep’s 
clothing’ ” (Matt. 7:15, NKJV), and we are told that we will “ ‘know them 
by their fruits’ ” (Matt. 7:16, NKJV).

Their main work is deception (Matt. 7:17–20). Jesus Himself 
declared that “ ‘many false prophets will rise up and deceive many’ ” 
(Matt. 24:11, NKJV), and “ ‘if possible, even the elect’ ” (Matt. 24:24, 
NKJV; see also Mark 13:22, 1 John 4:1).

According to Ephesians 6:10–18, how can we shield ourselves from 
any kind of deception?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Living by faith, putting on the “breastplate of righteousness,” being 
girded in the “truth,” along with surrendering to the Holy Spirit through 
prayer, and being grounded in His Word—these are the ways we can be 
protected from all that would otherwise lead us spiritually and theologi-
cally astray.

What can you do to arm yourself better against all the deceptions 
sweeping our world?

Thursday October 22
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October 23

Keeping Jesus and His Word at the Center
As we have learned, God called prophets at specific times and gave 

them important tasks. Their primary function was to bring people to 
a knowledge of God and a faithful relationship with Him. This was 
Ellen G. White’s guiding orientation. Her ministry had two primary 
functions: to lead people to Jesus and to point them to His Word—the 
Bible.

Ellen G. White had a lifelong passion for Jesus and a desire to 
share the love of God with others. Her famous five-book series, The 
Conflict of the Ages, begins and ends with the words “God is love.” 
In Steps to Christ, perhaps her most popular book, she wrote: “Our 
growth in grace, our joy, our usefulness—all depend upon our union 
with Christ. It is by communion with Him, daily, hourly—by abiding 
in Him—that we are to grow in grace. He is not only the Author, but 
the Finisher of our faith.”—Steps to Christ, p. 69.

During the 1890s, when she was working on The Desire of Ages, 
she wrote in her diary: “In writing upon the life of Christ I am deeply 
wrought upon. I forget to breathe as I should. I cannot endure the 
intensity of feeling that comes over me as I think of what Christ has 
suffered in our world.”—Manuscript 70, 1897. Ellen G. White loved 
to speak about Jesus.

The Bible was the second focus of Ellen White’s ministry. She 
saw her writings as a “lesser light” leading people to the “greater 
light”—the Bible (Selected Messages, book 3, p. 29). She always 
encouraged people to go to Scripture, where God has revealed His 
loving character and plan of salvation. As she put it early in her 
ministry: “I recommend to you, dear reader, the Word of God as the 
rule of your faith and practice.”—Selected Messages, book 3, p. 30.

Years later she would write: “The Lord desires you to study your 
Bibles. He has not given any additional light to take the place of His 
Word. .  .  . If eaten and digested, [His Word] is as the life-blood of the 
soul. Then good works will be seen as light shining in darkness.”—Letter 
130, 1901.

Ellen G. White also believed that all who claim the prophetic 
mantle of Christ must teach “what Christ had taught. That which 
He had spoken, not only in person, but through all the prophets and 
teachers of the Old Testament, is here included. Human teaching is 
shut out.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 826.

Ellen G. White kept Jesus and Scripture at the center of her 
Christian experience. Next Friday, we will explore her views on reve
lation and inspiration.

To discover more, visit https://whiteestate.org/absg/4.

Friday
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“A School for Berta”
By Mission Editor

Berta was excited when she heard that the first Seventh-day Adventist 
church school had opened in Poland. She was a highly qualified teacher and 
was looking for work. But there was a problem. The Adventist school was 
located near Poland’s capital, Warsaw, far away from her home in Krakow.

This is not the job for me, Berta thought, sadly.
Then a friend unexpectedly started talking to her about the Seventh-day 

Adventist school, but Berta felt it was too far away.
It seemed more realistic to look for work in Krakow. Then another friend 

told her about the Adventist school.
“I heard about this Adventist school,” the friend said. “Maybe you would 

like to apply to be a teacher there.”
After the second friend mentioned the school, Berta wondered whether God 

might be trying to tell her something about becoming a teacher there.
She prayed, “God, what should I do?”
Berta decided to apply for two teaching jobs—at the public school in 

Krakow and at the Seventh-day Adventist school outside Warsaw.
“I will go to the first school that replies to my job application,” she prayed. 
The Adventist school was the first to write back, inviting Berta to an inter-

view.
Then Berta got worried. She had a 16-year-old son named Jacob. His school 

and friends were in Krakow. Would he be willing to move to another place? 
Berta prayed again. She decided to give Jacob the option of staying with a 

relative in Krakow or going with her to the new school.
Jacob didn’t hesitate. “Mother, let’s make the move together,” the boy said. 

“I want to be with you.”
Berta was surprised and pleased. For her, his words seemed like the latest 

indication that God was guiding her path. 
She took the job. Today, Berta is the principal of the Seventh-day Adventist 

elementary school, which is located on the grounds of the Adventist Church’s 
seminary outside Warsaw. She has no doubt that God led her to the school. 
And her son affirmed she had made the right decision. He said he had not 
had any Adventist friends in Krakow and had not been interested in church 
activities. But now he has many Adventist friends and is active in the church.

“Mom, you made a good decision in coming here,” he said. “I’m so glad 
that we are here.”

Berta said she wouldn’t have it any other way. God brought her to the 
school, and she is happy. 

“That’s why I am here,” she says. 
Thank you for your Sabbath School mission offerings that help support 

Seventh-day Adventist education in Poland and around the world.



Part I: Overview 

Key Text: 1 Corinthians 12:4–6

Study Focus: Matt. 16:13–16, Eph. 2:20, Rev. 22:6, Luke 2:36–
38, Acts 21:9, Eph. 6:10–18.

Introduction

The theme of this week’s lesson naturally follows that of last week’s 
but addresses the nature of New Testament prophets, who functioned as 
Spirit-empowered messengers and who provided guidance, encourage-
ment, and exhortation to the early church. The role of these prophets 
was to proclaim God’s message, sometimes revealing future events, but 
primarily strengthening believers and calling them to faithfulness. Unlike 
Old Testament prophets, whose authority was foundational to Israel’s 
covenant relationship with God, New Testament prophets operated within 
the church community, complementing apostolic teaching and pointing 
to Christ as the ultimate revelation of God’s will. As the New Testament 
prophets uplifted Christ as the Messiah, so did Ellen G. White.

Part II: Commentary

1. Jesus was the greatest prophet.
Jesus Christ is the ultimate prophet, surpassing all who came before 

Him. Unlike Old Testament prophets who spoke God’s word, Jesus was 
the Word made flesh (John 1:14). He didn’t just proclaim divine truth; 
He embodied it. Jesus acknowledged His prophetic role, stating, “  ‘A 
prophet is not without honor except in his hometown’ ” (Matt. 13:57, 
ESV), highlighting His rejection, despite His authority.

John the Baptist also held a unique prophetic role. Recognized as a 
prophet (Matt. 11:9), he acted and spoke as the Old Testament prophets did, 
calling people to repentance and preparing the way for the Messiah (Isa. 
40:3, Matt. 3:3). However, John was distinct. He was the bridge between 
the old and new covenants, the old era’s last prophet and the new era’s fore
runner. He stood “at the fulcrum of the ages” and “on the brink of the age 
of fulfillment.”—Christopher Rowland, “Prophets, Prophecy,” in Dictionary 
of Jesus and the Gospels, ed. Joel B. Green et al.,  2nd ed. (Downers Grove, 
IL; Nottingham, England: IVP Academic; IVP, 2013), p. 707.

John alone identified Christ as “the Lamb of God” (John 1:29). Jesus 
praised John as the greatest among those born of women (Matt. 11:11), 
yet noted that the least in the kingdom of heaven would be greater, 
signaling the new covenant’s transformative power (John 3:30).
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2. Both New Testament apostles and prophets had the same authority 
as the Old Testament prophets.

The New Testament confirms the continuation of the prophetic gift, 
equating the authority of New Testament apostles and prophets with 
that of their Old Testament counterparts. In Ephesians 3:5, Paul writes 
that the mystery of Christ has “now been revealed to his holy apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit” (ESV). Similarly, Ephesians 2:20 describes 
the church as being “built on the foundation of the apostles and proph-
ets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone” (ESV). As Daniel B. 
Wallace explains, these references point to the same group of prophets 
who, alongside the apostles, formed the church’s foundation (Daniel B. 
Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics: An Exegetical Syntax of 
the New Testament [Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1996], p. 286).

Scholars debate whether the prophetic gift continued beyond the 
apostolic era. Cessationists believe it ended with the completion of the 
biblical canon, while continuationists—including many charismatics 
and Pentecostals—assert that prophetic gifts continue today. Seventh-
day Adventists affirm that the prophetic gift persists but remains subor-
dinate to Scripture, which serves as the ultimate authority. Thus, they are 
cautious about the continuation of all the gifts in the way the charismatic 
groups define them.

3. In the New Testament, the gift of prophecy functioned as exhorta-
tion and encouragement, pointing to Christ.

The coming of Christ transformed the nature of prophecy. While 
Old Testament prophets looked forward to the Messiah, New Testament 
prophets centered their message on Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and 
return. Revelation 19:10 declares that “the testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy,” making Christ the focus of all prophetic activity.

Ekkehardt Mueller emphasizes that “the New Testament prophet 
focused even more on Jesus, His life, His words, and His acts than the 
Old Testament prophet had focused on the Messiah.”—“The Prophetic 
Voice in the New Testament: An Overview,” in Alberto R. Timm and 
Dwain Esmond, eds., The Gift of Prophecy in Scripture and History 
(Silver Spring, MD: Review and Herald Publishing Association, 2015), 
pp. 55, 56. Their task was to make Christ’s message relevant, urging the 
church to remain faithful and hopeful in anticipation of His return.

4. The prophetic gift manifested itself in women as well as men.
The New Testament highlights that the prophetic gift was given to 

both men and women. In Acts 2:17, 18, Peter, quoting Joel 2:28, 29, 
declared: “  ‘Your sons and daughters will prophesy. .  .  . Even on my 
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servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit’ ” (NIV). This 
gender-inclusive outpouring was visibly fulfilled in the early church.

Women, such as Anna (Luke 2:36–38) and Philip’s four daughters (Acts 
21:9), were recognized prophets, playing vital roles in proclaiming God’s 
message. Their inclusion underscores the Holy Spirit’s impartial distribution 
of gifts, empowering both genders to serve in the prophetic role as messen-
gers of God’s truth.

5. The New Testament warns against false prophets.
Alongside affirmations of true prophecy, the New Testament offers 

strong warnings against false prophets. In Matthew 7:15, Jesus cautions, 
“ ‘Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ferocious wolves’  ” (NIV). False prophets posed a real 
threat to the early church, leading believers astray with deceptive teachings.

First John 4:1 urges Christians to “test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world” 
(NIV). True prophecy aligns with God’s Word, points to Christ, and edi-
fies the church, while false prophets promote divisive doctrines and self-
interest. Believers are called to discernment, ensuring that all prophetic 
messages are consistent with Scripture and are Christ-centered.

6. Ellen G. White’s prophetic gift functioned similarly to the New 
Testament prophets in that she focused on Christ.

Within the framework of Friday’s lesson, it would be effective here to 
summarize briefly, for the class, Ellen G. White’s Christ-centered, cross-
focused trajectory in her writings, from the early years to the later ones. This 
summary will help reinforce how she functioned as a postbiblical prophet in 
the New Testament sense and exalted Christ. As early as 1851, she empha-
sized the importance of “dwelling upon the worthiness of Jesus, His love, 
His merits, and His great mercy.”—Ellen G. White, Early Writings, p. 73. 
Several years later, in 1857, she appealed to the youth: “If Christ be in us 
the hope of glory, we should discover such matchless charms in Him that the 
soul will be enamored.”—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 162.

In 1869, her early focus on Christ climaxed in “The Sufferings of 
Christ,” a small pamphlet published separately and then in Testimonies for 
the Church, volume 2, pages 200–215. In the most moving and powerful 
language she could muster, Ellen G. White set forth Christ’s life, suffer-
ings, and death as an atonement for our sins. Her burden was that “we 
should take broader and deeper views” of what Christ has done for us and 
“be enlivened, elevated, and enraptured with the theme of the love of the 
Father and the Son to man.”—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, 
vol. 2, p. 215.

In the aftermath of the 1888 General Conference Session at Minneapolis, 
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Ellen G. White was asked what she thought of the messages presented on salvation. 
She responded, “Why, I have been presenting it to you for the last 45 years—the 
matchless charms of Christ.”—Sermons and Talks, vol. 1, p. 116. These “matchless 
charms” were found in Christ’s redemptive works, divine nature, and person. Scores 
of statements on the merits of Christ and salvation in Him can be found throughout 
Ellen G. White’s writings during these forty years and thereafter to the end of her 
life (see, for example, Ellen G. White, Gospel Workers, pp. 156–162).

For Further Study: See Peter M. van Bemmelen, “ ‘The Matchless Charms 
of Christ’ : Theological Significance of This Phrase in Ellen White’s Writings,” 
in Daniel Heinz et al., Christ, Salvation, and the Eschaton: Essays in Honor 
of Hans K. LaRondelle (Berrien Springs, MI: Old Testament Department, 
Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary, 2009), pp. 231–240.

 Part III: Life Application

The following life application questions, drawn from the above commentary, are 
offered to enrich your class discussion. Choose from among them, and from those 
in the lesson, the ones that will best engage your class in meaningful reflection.

1.	 Jesus was more than a prophet. He was the Word made flesh (John 
1:14). How does this Bible truth shape our understanding of His 
authority today?

2.	 John the Baptist recognized Jesus as “the Lamb of God” (John 1:29). 
How does recognizing Christ for who He is impact how we live and 
share our faith? 

3.	 Ephesians 2:20 describes the church as built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ as the cornerstone. How should this 
notion influence our view of the New Testament and its authority? 

4.	 Different Christian groups debate whether the prophetic gift contin-
ues today. How would you describe the Adventist position?  
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5.	 Paul states that prophecy is meant to strengthen, encourage, and 
comfort (1  Cor. 14:3). How can we apply this principle in our 
church communities and daily interactions?

6.	 Women, such as Anna (Luke 2:36–38) and Philip’s daughters (Acts 
21:9), were recognized prophets. How can we support and encour-
age both men and women to use their spiritual gifts today?

7.	 Jesus warned that false prophets would come in sheep’s clothing 
(Matt. 7:15). What are modern examples of teachings that appear 
biblical but lead people astray?

8.	 Ellen G. White emphasized “the matchless charms of Christ.” What 
does she mean by this phrase? That is, what are “the matchless 
charms of Christ”? How has focusing on them deepened your faith?

9.	 Ellen G. White encouraged broader and deeper views of Christ’s 
atonement. How can we grow in our understanding and apprecia-
tion for what Christ has done for us?

10.	Ellen G. White’s prophetic role was always centered on uplifting 
Jesus. How does her emphasis on Christ compare with how we 
view and use her writings today?
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