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Standing in All the Will of God
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We may mark out a course for ourselves which may be born of our own ambitions or of some
selfish purposes. The Lord knows the end from the beginning. He understands the relation that
each man should sustain to God and to his fellow man. The Lord may see that one man’s
connection with men of a certain disposition or character will affect those with whom he
associates to their injury. He may not be one who can reason clearly from cause to effect. The
men with whom he is brought in connection may be just the ones who will not help him where
he needs help.

The linking together of certain elements may produce unfavorable results. Therefore man
cannot trust to his own judgment. Experience will convince him of his mistake. The Lord
purposes that which will be the greatest spiritual benefit to the soul which is in the balances,
ready to begin some new enterprise which means more than he himself anticipates. What
should such an one do? His only safety lies in putting his preferences and his plans on one side,
saying, “Not my will, but Thy will, O Lord, be done.” . ..

In the smallest as well as the largest matters, the first great question is, What is God’s will in the
matter; for His will is my will. “To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of
rams” (1 Samuel 15:22). Who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?
One man may be required by God to do a work and stand in a position that is peculiarly trying
and taxing. The Lord has a work for him to do and he risks his life, his future eternal life, in
standing in that place. This was the position Christ occupied when He came to our world,
entering into conflict with the rebel leader of the fallen angels. God devised a plan, and Christ
accepted the position. He consented to meet the foe singlehanded, as every human being must
do. He was provided with all the heavenly powers to aid Him in this great conflict; and man, if he
walked in the way and will of God, is provided with the same keeping power. The same heavenly
intelligences minister unto those who shall be heirs of salvation, that they may overcome every
temptation, great or small, as Christ overcame. But anyone who places himself in a position of
peril from any motive but obedience to the will of God will fall under the power of temptation. . .

No one is secure who thinks it is his privilege to choose for himself.—The Upward Look, p. 48.
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Sunday, March 22
Lessons on Outreach

We are the Lord’s family, His children, and by Him we are to be instructed in regard to what is
and what will be in the future. Vigilant waiting and earnest looking are required in preparation for
the solemn events soon to take place. Perfect men and women in Christ do not spend all their
time in waiting, in meditation and contemplation. While we should have quiet, prayerful hours
of meditation, when we leave the busy bustle and excitement to commune with God, to learn
from Him His will concerning us, we are not to forget that we have a positive message of warning
to bear to the world.

Enoch walked with God, and he bore a message of warning to the inhabitants of the old world.
His words and actions, his example of piety, were a continual witness in favor of the truth. In an
age no more favorable to the development of a pure, holy character than is the present age, he
lived a life of obedience. So filled had the earth become with impurity that the Lord washed it by
a flood. He turned the world upside down, as it were, to empty it of its corruption.

Enoch was holy because he walked with God in God’s way. In him the world had an example of
what those will be who, when Christ comes, are caught up in the clouds to meet Him in the air.
As Enoch was, so are we to be. Personal piety is to be blended with the most earnest and
energetic warnings and appeals. We are to point to what is, with what is to be following fast
after. We are instructed to be “not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.” We are
to be earnest in our efforts to clear the King’s highway, to prepare a people for the coming of the
Lord. Fervency of spirit must be brought into our service for the Lord. The lamps of the soul must
be kept filled and burning.

Service for God demands the whole being—heart, mind, soul, and strength. Without reservation
we are to give ourselves to God, that we may bear the image of the heavenly instead of the
image of the earthly. There must be a quickening of the sensibilities, that the mind may be fully
awake to the work to be done for all classes, high and low, rich and poor, learned and ignorant.
We are to reveal the tenderness shown by the great Shepherd as He gathers the lambs in His
arms and carefully guards His flock from harm, leading it in safe paths. Christ’s followers are to
show His tenderness and sympathy, and they must also show His intensity of desire to impart
the truths that mean eternal life to the receiver.—Christ Triumphant, p. 46.



Monday, March 23
Church Connectivity

Let these words be oft repeated and let every soul train his ideas and spirit and action daily that
he may fulfill this prayer of Jesus Christ. He does not request impossible things of His Father. He
prays for the very things which must be in His disciples in relation to their oneness to each other
and their unity and oneness with God and Jesus Christ. Anything short of this is not attaining to
perfection of Christian character. The golden chain of love, binding the hearts of the believers in
unity, in bonds of fellowship and love, and in oneness with Christ and the Father, makes the
connection perfect, and bears to the world a testimony of the power of Christianity that cannot
be controverted. . ..

Then will selfishness be uprooted and unfaithfulness will not exist. There will not be strife and
divisions. There will not be stubbornness in anyone who is bound up with Christ. Not one will
act out the stubborn independence of the wayward, impulsive child who drops the hand thatis
leading him and chooses to stumble on alone. . ..

“A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one another; as | have loved you, that ye also
love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to
another” (John 13:34, 35). Satan understands the power of such a testimony as a witness to the
world of what grace can do in transforming character. He is not pleased that such a light shall
shine forth from those who claim to believe in Jesus Christ, and he will work every conceivable
device to break this golden chain which links heart to heart of those who believe the truth and
binds them up in close connection with the Father and the Son. . ..

We believe in Jesus Christ. We unite our souls to Christ. He says, “Ye have not chosen me, but |
have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit. . . . These things |
command you, that ye love one another” (John 15:16, 17).—That | May Know Him, p. 173.

Those who are truly connected with God will not be at variance with one another. The spirit of
harmony, peace, and love, His Spirit ruling in their hearts, will create harmony, love, and unity.
The opposite of this works in the children of Satan; there is with them a continual contradiction.
Strife and envy and jealousy are the ruling elements. The characteristic of the Christian is the
meekness of Christ. Benevolence, kindness, mercy, and love originate from Infinite Wisdom,
while the opposite is the unholy fruit of a heart that is not in harmony with Jesus Christ.—
Reflecting Christ, p. 300.
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Tuesday, March 24
Standing Perfect and Complete

The Infinite One—He who alone was able to bring order and beauty out of the chaos and
confusion of nature’s darkness—is able to subdue the rebellious heart of man and bring his life
into conformity to the divine will. His Spirit can quell man’s rebellious temper. . . .

Day by day we are building characters, and we are building for eternity. God desires us in our
lives to give the people of the world an example of what they should be and of what they can be
through obedience to the gospel of Christ. Let us place ourselves in God’s hands, to be dealt
with as He sees best. . .. “Ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building” (1 Corinthians 3:9). If
we build in cooperation with Him, the structure that we rear will day by day grow more beautiful
and more symmetrical under the hand of the Master Builder, and through all eternity it will
endure.

Sanctification is a progressive work. It is a continuous work, leading human beings higher and
still higher. It does not leave love behind, but brings it into the life as the very essence of
Christianity.

Christ says to us, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect”
(Matthew 5:48). He is our example. During His life on earth He was ever kind and gentle. His
influence was ever fragrant, for in Him dwelt perfect love. He was never sour and
unapproachable, and He never compromised with wrong to obtain favor. If we have His
righteousness, we shall be like Him in gentleness, in forbearance, in unselfish love. Shall we not,
by dwelling in the sunshine of His presence, become mellowed by His grace?

Let us honor our profession of faith. Let us adorn our lives with beautiful traits of character.
Harshness of speech and action is not of Christ, but of Satan. Shall we, by clinging to our
imperfections and deformities, make Christ ashamed of us? His grace is promised to us. If we
will receive it, it will beautify our lives. . . . Deformity will be exchanged for goodness, perfection.
Our lives will be adorned with the graces that made Christ’s life so beautiful.—/n Heavenly
Places, p. 31.

The Lord Jesus acts through the Holy Spirit; for it is His representative. Through it He infuses
spiritual life into the soul, quickening its energies for good, cleansing it from moral defilement,
and giving it a fitness for His kingdom. Jesus has large blessings to bestow, rich gifts to distribute
among men. He is the wonderful Counselor, infinite in wisdom and strength; and if we will
acknowledge the power of His Spirit, and submit to be molded by it, we shall stand complete in
Him. What a thought is this! In Christ “dwelleth all the fulnhess of the Godhead bodily. And ye are
complete in him” (Colossians 2:9, 10). Never will the human heart know happiness untilitis
submitted to be molded by the Spirit of God. The Spirit conforms the renewed soul to the model,
Jesus Christ. Through the influence of the Spirit, enmity against God is changed into faith and
love, and pride into humility. The soul perceives the beauty of truth, and Christ is honored in
excellence and perfection of character. As these changes are effected, angels break outin
rapturous song, and God and Christ rejoice over souls fashioned after the divine similitude.—
God'’s Amazing Grace, p. 196.
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Wednesday, March 25
Living in This World but Not of It

Daniel was a statesman in Babylon. . . . By his faithful service he taught those in Babylon that his
God was a living God, not an image such as they worshiped. It was God’s design to show the
Babylonians that there was a King above the king of Babylon—the God whom the Hebrew youth
worshiped. These youth exalted God. They knew that they were to carry out the principles of
truth, and therefore they refused the meat from the royal table and the wine from the royal
cellar. Their abstinence from the prescribed bill of fare made a distinction in every way between
their appearance and the appearance of those youth who indulged their appetite.

There were plenty to make remarks, but these youth were faithful even in little things. And in
physical appearance they were far ahead of the youth who sat at the king’s table. Their simple
diet kept their minds clear. They were better prepared for their studies, for they never knew the
oppression caused by eating luxurious food. They were better prepared physically for taxing
labor, for they were never sick. With clear minds they could think and work vigorously. By
obeying God, they were doing the very things that will give strength of thought and memory. God
ordained Daniel and his fellows to be connected with the great men of Babylon, that these men
might become acquainted with the religion of the Hebrews, and know that God reigns over all
kingdoms. ...

In like manner the Lord means that Seventh-day Adventists shall witness for Him. They are not
to be hidden away from the world. They are to be in the world, but not of the world. They are to
stand distinct from the world in their manner of dealing. They are to show that they have purity
of character, that the world may see that the truth, which they conscientiously believe, makes
them honest in their dealings; that those with whom they are connected may see that believers
of truth are sanctified through the truth, and that the truth received and obeyed makes the
receivers as sons and daughters of God, children of the heavenly King, members of the royal
family, faithful, true, honest, and upright, in the small as well as the great acts of life. . . .

Whatever is worth doing is worth doing well. Let us be faithful in the smallest duties, as well as
the work requiring the largest sacrifice. To all who follow Daniel’s example, not only professing
the truth but living the truth, acting in accordance with the principles of temperance, the Lord
will give encouragement similar to the encouragement He gave Daniel.—Christ Triumphant, p.
352.



Thursday, March 26
A Message for Laodicea

The Son of God stooped to uplift the fallen. For this He left the sinless worlds on high, the ninety
and nine that loved Him, and came to this earth to be “wounded for our transgressions” and
“bruised for our iniquities.” Isaiah 53:5. He was in all things made like unto His brethren. He
became flesh, even as we are. He knew what it meant to be hungry and thirsty and weary. He
was sustained by food and refreshed by sleep. He was a stranger and a sojourner on the earth—
in the world, but not of the world; tempted and tried as men and women of today are tempted
and tried, yet living a life free from sin. Tender, compassionate, sympathetic, ever considerate of
others, He represented the character of God. “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, .
.. full of grace and truth.” John 1:14.

Surrounded by the practices and influences of heathenism, the Colossian believers were in
danger of being drawn away from the simplicity of the gospel, and Paul, in warning them against
this, pointed them to Christ as the only safe guide. “l would that ye knew,” he wrote, “what great
conflict | have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in
the flesh; that their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of
the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the
Father, and of Christ; in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

“And this | say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. . . . As ye have therefore
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him: rooted and built up in Him, and stablished in
the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest any man
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of
the world, and not after Christ. For in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And
ye are complete in Him, which is the head of all principality and power.”

Christ had foretold that deceivers would arise, through whose influence “iniquity” should
“abound,” and “the love of many” should “wax cold.” Matthew 24:12. He had warned the
disciples that the church would be in more danger from this evil than from the persecution of
her enemies. Again and again Paul warned the believers against these false teachers. This peril,
above all others, they must guard against; for by receiving false teachers, they would open the
door to errors by which the enemy would dim the spiritual perceptions and shake the
confidence of those newly come to the faith of the gospel. Christ was the standard by which
they were to test the doctrines presented. All that was not in harmony with His teachings they
were to reject. Christ crucified for sin, Christ risen from the dead, Christ ascended on high—this
was the science of salvation that they were to learn and teach.—The Acts of the Apostles, pp.
472,473.

Friday, March 27
For Further Reading
Our High Calling, “Love’s Fragrant Outreach,” August 13, p. 231.

The Upward Look, “The Harvest of the Cross,” April 6, p. 110.


https://ref.ly/Isa%2053.5;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/John%201.14;nkjv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Matt%2024.12;nkjv?t=biblia

