
Lesson 1 

Recipe for Success 
Sabbath Afternoon, September 27 

 
After the death of Moses, Joshua was to be the leader of Israel, to conduct 

them to the Promised Land. He had been prime minister to Moses during the 
greater part of the time the Israelites had wandered in the wilderness. He had 
seen the wonderful works of God wrought by Moses, and well understood 
the disposition of the people. He was one of the twelve spies who were sent 
out to search the Promised Land, and one of the two who gave a faithful 
account of its richness and who encouraged the people to go up in the 
strength of God to possess it. He was well qualified for this important office. 
The Lord promised Joshua to be with him as He had been with Moses, and to 
make Canaan fall an easy conquest to him, provided he would be faithful to 
observe all His commandments. He was anxious as to how he should execute 
his commission in leading the people to the land of Canaan, but this 
encouragement removed his fears. 

Joshua commanded the children of Israel to prepare for a three-day 
journey, and that all the men of war should go out to battle. “And they 
answered Joshua, saying, All that thou commandest us, we will do, and 
whithersoever thou sendest us, we will go. According as we hearkened unto 
Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee: only the Lord thy God be 
with thee, as He was with Moses. Whosoever he be that doth rebel against 
thy commandment, and will not hearken unto thy words in all that thou 
commandest him, he shall be put to death: only be strong and of a good 
courage.” 

The passage of the Israelites over Jordan was to be miraculous. “And 
Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for tomorrow the Lord will 
do wonders among you. And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying, Take up 
the ark of the covenant, and pass over before the people. And they took up 
the ark of the covenant, and went before the people. And the Lord said unto 
Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they 
may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee.” —The Story of 
Redemption, pp. 175, 176. 

The mighty God of Israel is our God. In Him we may trust, and if we obey 
His requirements He will work for us in as signal a manner as He did for His 
ancient people. Everyone who seeks to follow the path of duty will at times 
be assailed by doubt and unbelief. The way will sometimes be so barred by 
obstacles, apparently insurmountable, as to dishearten those who will yield 
to discouragement; but God is saying to such, Go forward. Do your duty at 
any cost. The difficulties that seem so formidable, that fill your soul with 
dread, will vanish as you move forward in the path of obedience, humbly 
trusting in God. —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 437. 

 
 

  



Sunday, September 28 

A New Moses 
 
This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt 

meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to 
all that is written therein; for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and 
then thou shalt have good success. Joshua 1:8. 

If men will walk in the path that God has marked out for them, they will 
have a counselor whose wisdom is far above any human wisdom. Joshua was 
a wise general because God was his guide. The first sword that Joshua used 
was the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God. . . . 

It was because the strongest influences were to be brought to bear against 
his principles of righteousness that the Lord in mercy charged him not to turn 
to the right hand or to the left. He was to follow a course of strictest integrity. 
. . . If there had been no peril before Joshua, God would not over and over 
again have charged him to be of good courage. But amid all his cares, Joshua 
had his God to guide Him. 

There is no greater deception than for man to suppose that in any difficulty 
he can find a better guide than God, a wiser counselor in any emergency, a 
stronger defense under any circumstance. . . . 

The Lord has a great work to be done in our world. To every man He has 
given His work for man to do. But man is not to make man his guide, lest he 
be led astray; this is always unsafe. While Bible religion embodies the 
principles of activity in service, at the same time there is the necessity of 
asking for wisdom daily from the Source of all wisdom. What was Joshua’s 
victory? Thou shalt meditate upon the Word of God day and night. The word 
of the Lord came to Joshua just before he passed over Jordan. . . . This was 
the secret of Joshua’s victory. He made God his Guide. 

Those holding the positions of counselors should be unselfish men, men 
of faith, men of prayer, men that will not dare to rely upon their own human 
wisdom, but will seek earnestly for light and intelligence as to what is the best 
manner of conducting their business. Joshua, the commander of Israel, 
searched the books diligently in which Moses had faithfully chronicled the 
directions given by God,—His requirements, reproofs, and restrictions,—lest 
he should move unadvisedly. —Conflict and Courage, April 20, p. 116. 

 
 

  



Monday, September 29 

Cross! Take! Divide! Serve! 
 
By every wholehearted, earnest sacrifice for the Master’s service our 

powers will increase. While we yield ourselves as instruments for the Holy 
Spirit’s working, the grace of God works in us to deny old inclinations, to 
overcome powerful propensities, and to form new habits. As we cherish and 
obey the promptings of the Spirit, our hearts are enlarged to receive more 
and more of His power, and to do more and better work. . . . 

The humble worker who obediently responds to the call of God may be 
sure of receiving divine assistance. To accept so great and holy a responsibility 
is itself elevating to the character. It calls into action the highest mental and 
spiritual powers, and strengthens and purifies the mind and heart. Through 
faith in the power of God, it is wonderful how strong a weak man may 
become, how decided his efforts, how prolific of great results. He who begins 
with a little knowledge, in a humble way, and tells what he knows, while 
seeking diligently for further knowledge, will find the whole heavenly treasure 
awaiting his demand. The more he seeks to impart light, the more light he 
will receive. The more one tries to explain the word of God to others, with a 
love for souls, the plainer it becomes to himself. The more we use our 
knowledge and exercise our powers, the more knowledge and power we shall 
have. 

Every effort made for Christ will react in blessing upon ourselves. If we use 
our means for His glory, He will give us more. As we seek to win others to 
Christ, bearing the burden of souls in our prayers, our own hearts will throb 
with the quickening influence of God’s grace; our own affections will glow 
with more divine fervor; our whole Christian life will be more of a reality, more 
earnest, more prayerful. 

The value of man is estimated in heaven according to the capacity of the 
heart to know God. This knowledge is the spring from which flows all power. 
God created man that every faculty might be the faculty of the divine mind; 
and He is ever seeking to bring the human mind into association with the 
divine. He offers us the privilege of co-operation with Christ in revealing His 
grace to the world, that we may receive increased knowledge of heavenly 
things. 

Looking unto Jesus we obtain brighter and more distinct views of God, and 
by beholding we become changed. Goodness, love for our fellow men, 
becomes our natural instinct. We develop a character which is the counterpart 
of the divine character. Growing into His likeness, we enlarge our capacity for 
knowing God. More and more we enter into fellowship with the heavenly 
world, and we have continually increasing power to receive the riches of the 
knowledge and wisdom of eternity. —Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 354, 355. 

 
  



Tuesday, September 30 

Heirs of Promises 
 
But the word of God had not failed; neither did it meet its final 

accomplishment in the occupation of Canaan by the Jewish people. “To 
Abraham and his seed were the promises made.” Galatians 3:16. Abraham 
himself was to share the inheritance. The fulfillment of God’s promise may 
seem to be long delayed—for “one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8); it may appear to tarry; but at 
the appointed time “it will surely come, it will not tarry.” Habakkuk 2:3. The 
gift to Abraham and his seed included not merely the land of Canaan, but the 
whole earth. So says the apostle, “The promise, that he should be the heir of 
the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through 
the righteousness of faith.” Romans 4:13. And the Bible plainly teaches that 
the promises made to Abraham are to be fulfilled through Christ. All that are 
Christ’s are “Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise”—heirs to 
“an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away”—the 
earth freed from the curse of sin. Galatians 3:29; 1 Peter 1:4. For “the kingdom 
and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, 
shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High;” and “the meek 
shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of 
peace.” Daniel 7:27; Psalm 37:11. 

God gave to Abraham a view of this immortal inheritance, and with this 
hope he was content. “By faith he sojourned in the Land of Promise, as in a 
strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with 
him of the same promise: for he looked for a city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God.” Hebrews 11:9, 10. 

Of the posterity of Abraham it is written, “These all died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of 
them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth.” Verse 13. We must dwell as pilgrims and strangers here 
if we would gain “a better country, that is, an heavenly.” Verse 16. Those who 
are children of Abraham will be seeking the city which he looked for, “whose 
builder and maker is God.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 169, 170. 

The voice of God was heard, bidding him not to expect immediate 
possession of the Promised Land, and pointing forward to the suf­ferings of 
his posterity before their establishment in Canaan. The plan of redemption 
was here opened to him, in the death of Christ, the great sacrifice, and His 
coming in glory. Abraham saw also the earth restored to its Eden beauty, to 
be given him for an everlasting possession, as the final and complete 
fulfillment of the promise. —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 137. 

 
 

  



Wednesday, October 1 

Be Strong! 
 
Joshua was now the acknowledged leader of Israel. He had been known 

chiefly as a warrior, and his gifts and virtues were especially valuable at this 
stage in the history of his people. Courageous, resolute, and persevering, 
prompt, incorruptible, unmindful of selfish interests in his care for those 
committed to his charge, and, above all, inspired by a living faith in God—
such was the character of the man divinely chosen to conduct the armies of 
Israel in their entrance upon the Promised Land. During the sojourn in the 
wilderness he had acted as prime minister to Moses, and by his quiet, 
unpretending fidelity, his steadfastness when others wavered, his firmness to 
maintain the truth in the midst of danger, he had given evidence of his fitness 
to succeed Moses, even before he was called to the position by the voice of 
God. 

It was with great anxiety and self-distrust that Joshua had looked forward 
to the work before him; but his fears were removed by the assurance of God, 
“As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake 
thee. . . . Unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which 
I sware unto their fathers to give them.” “Every place that the sole of your 
foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses.” To 
the heights of Lebanon in the far distance, to the shores of the Great Sea, and 
away to the banks of the Euphrates in the east—all was to be theirs. 

To this promise was added the injunction, “Only be thou strong and very 
courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which 
Moses My servant commanded.” The Lord’s direction was, “This book of the 
law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day 
and night;” “turn not from it to the right hand or to the left;” “for then thou 
shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” —
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 482. 

Too often we forget that our fellow laborers are in need of strength and 
cheer. In times of special perplexity and burden, take care to assure them of 
your interest and sympathy. While you try to help them by your prayers, let 
them know that you do it. Send along the line God’s message to His workers: 
“Be strong and of a good courage.” Joshua 1:6. —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 
7, p. 185. 

The great Ruler of nations had declared that Moses was not to lead the 
congregation of Israel into the goodly land, and the earnest pleading of God’s 
servant could not secure a reversing of His sentence. He knew that he must 
die. Yet he had not for a moment faltered in his care for Israel. He had 
faithfully sought to prepare the congregation to enter upon the promised 
inheritance. At the divine command Moses and Joshua repaired to the 
tabernacle, while the pillar of cloud came and stood over the door. Here the 
people were solemnly committed to the charge of Joshua. The work of Moses 
as leader of Israel was ended. Still he forgot himself in his interest for his 
people. In the presence of the assembled multitude Moses, in the name of 
God, addressed to his successor these words of holy cheer: “Be strong and of 
a good courage: for thou shalt bring the children of Israel into the land which 
I sware unto them: and I will be with thee.” He then turned to the elders and 
officers of the people, giving them a solemn charge to obey faithfully the 
instructions he had communicated to them from God. —Patriarchs and 
Prophets, p. 469. 

 
  



Thursday, October 2 

Prosperous and Successful 
 
There is perfect harmony between the law of God and the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. “I and My Father are one,” says the Great Teacher. The gospel of Christ 
is the Good News of grace, or favor, by which man may be released from the 
condemnation of sin and enabled to render obedience to the law of God. The 
gospel points to the moral code as a rule of life. That law, by its demands for 
undeviating obedience, is continually pointing the sinner to the gospel for 
pardon and peace. 

Says the great apostle, “Do we then make void the law through faith? God 
forbid: yea, we establish the law” (Romans 3:31). And again he declares that 
“the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good” (Romans 
7:12). Enjoining supreme love to God, and equal love to our fellowmen, it is 
indispensable alike to the glory of God and to human happiness. —Mind, 
Character, and Personality, vol. 2, p. 563. 

The gifts of [God’s] grace through Christ are free to all. There is no election 
but one’s own by which any may perish. God has set forth in His word the 
conditions upon which every soul will be elected to eternal life—obedience 
to His commandments, through faith in Christ. God has elected a character 
in harmony with His law, and anyone who shall reach the standard of His 
requirement will have an entrance into the kingdom of glory. Christ Himself 
said, “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life.” John 3:36. “Not everyone that saith unto Me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will 
of My Father which is in heaven.” Matthew 7:21. And in the Revelation He 
declares, “Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” 
Revelation 22:14. As regards man’s final salvation, this is the only election 
brought to view in the word of God. 

Every soul is elected who will work out his own salvation with fear and 
trembling. He is elected who will put on the armor and fight the good fight 
of faith. He is elected who will watch unto prayer, who will search the 
Scriptures, and flee from temptation. He is ­elected who will have faith 
continually, and who will be obedient to every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God. The provisions of redemption are free to all; the results of 
redemption will be enjoyed by those who have complied with the conditions. 
—Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 207, 208. 

 
  



Friday, October 3 

For Further Reading 
 
God’s Amazing Grace, “Better Promises,” May 8, p. 136. 
Patriarchs and Prophets, “The Law and the Covenants,” pp. 372, 373. 
 


