Readings
Hear the Children Cry

* facebook
* twitter
®* email

Sabbath School

Summary

Each day we hear harrowing stories detailing the abuse and neglect of our precious
children. What is our role as Christians to at-risk children?

Program Aim

Each day we hear harrowing stories detailing the abuse and neglect of our precious
children. What is our role as Christians to at-risk children?

Scripture References

Matthew 18:10 ICB

Theme Song(s)

#218 When He cometh

Program Audience

ALL

Theme: "Hear the Children's Cry!"

Opening Remarks: Moderator
Our children are crying out.

Each day we hear harrowing stories detailing the abuse and neglect of our precious
children.

These stories are not limited to territories in the far corners of the Earth. No, we
also find these stories right here in our neck of the woods.

In this beautiful country, ugly stories are told of the wrongs committed against our
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little ones.

Our children are vulnerable; we hope that all of us can put our hearts and minds
together to identify ways to relieve the plight of these children, even as we pray for
God's intervention.

Indeed, it is time that all of us "Hear the Children's Cry!"

Please stand with me for prayer.

Prayer: Moderator

Welcome:

Opening Song:#218 When He Cometh

Scripture Reading: Matthew 18:10 ICB (International Children's Bible)

"Be careful. Don't think these little children are worth nothing. | tell you that they
have angels in heaven who are always with my Father in heaven."

Prayer:

Main Feature:

Moderator: There's a thought by a popular children's author named Dr Seuss, which
says, "A person is a person, nho matter how small".

This statement points to the significance of children as part of our communities.
They have feelings. They take up space, have value, and deserve to be protected.



For a few minutes, let's talk about some of the issues our children are dealing with,
causing them to be classified as at-risk. Let's see if we can have one from each
person:

(Possible Responses)

- physical abuse

- sexual abuse

- emotional abuse

- extreme poverty

- trafficking

- violence against them
- parental neglect

- abandonment

*Moderator:*

Thank you for your responses. Now we're going to listen to a mission story that talks
about one child who found himself in a situation that put him at risk:

Mission Story:

Musical Interlude: Made A Way (Travis Greene)

Main Feature continued:



Moderator: The musical interlude and the mission story that preceded it clearly
show us that God can indeed make a way in difficult situations. After the lesson
study, we will answer the all-important question of how he makes way for at-risk
children.

Lesson Study:

Moderator:

Question to ponder: Does God desire that his children love and cherish their own
children??

The answer is an unequivocal yes!

God desires that his precious jewels be cared for. And when they are in at-risk
situations, we can rest assured that he is making a way.

Today our theme is "Hear the Children's Cry!"

Before the lesson study, the question was asked:

How does God make a way?

When his children cry, how does he *really* make a way?

Let's turn to Scripture:

Could someone find *1 Corinthians 12:27* and read for us, please?
Another person, stand and read for us *Romans 12:9-13*,

Could someone else read *John 13:35*?

And lastly, could another person read *Micah 6:8*?

Together these 4 scriptures point to 1 important message, and that message is:

As members of the body of Christ, we are called to serve on his behalf. We are



called to meet the needs of others, particularly in societies vulnerable. We are
called to be ready at all times to minister. And above all, we are called to do justly
and love as Christ himself loved.

There is a quote by Teresa of Avila which says:

"Christ has no body now but yours.

No hands, no feet on Earth but yours.

Yours are the eyes through which he looks with compassion on this world.
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good.

Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world.

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body.

Christ has no body now on Earth but yours."

And knowing all this, | think we can now list some ways we can cater to the needs of
children who are neglected, abused and otherwise placed at-risk.

So, question, what can we do for these at-risk children?

(Possible Answers)

- Praying for them

- Being vigilant

- Not breaking their trust.

- Being kind

-Adopting them as your child

-Creating a safe space for them



-Providing for their needs

(Elias, 2009) ------------- >

- Helping them to form caring, sustainable relationships

- Helping them to form reachable goals

- Helping them to create realistic pathways and partnerships to achieve their goals

- Creating engaging school and community settings for them

**¥Introducing then to Jesus

God, in his word, speaks about the importance and worth of children. Therefore,
children are important to him, and by him being our God, children ought to be
important to us.

The word calls on us to care for children and never ever see them as insignificant.
Instead, they are valuable. Absolutely valuable.

We know that children are often abused and neglected across the world.

This is not what God wants. So instead, he has committed children into our arms of
protection.

Matthew 18 tells us not to hurt them. Luke 18 tells us how Christ received them.

And Psalm 127:3 states that Children are a heritage of the Lord, and the fruit of the
womb is his reward.

| hope that all of us will learn how to take care of God's Heritage truly.

May the remainder of your Sabbath be blessed.



Anonymous (not verified) , Jan 16 2022 - 9:31am
Very insightful and inspiring. Thank you. May God continue to inspire and bless your

Violeta Stidolph (not verified) , Feb 11 2022 - 8:34am
Wow! | will use this for our Sabbath School program. Thank you so much.
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Elizabeth Armstrong (not verified) , Feb 28 2022 - 4:34am
B ~  2p up the good work.

Anonymous (not verified) , Mar 24 2022 - 10:06am
This will be used for World Day of Prayer for Children at Risk on May 28th! Thank

ANU (not verified) , Apr 16 2022 - 12:30pm
This program is awesome for children sabbath church
Permalink
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Karen (Jamaica) (not verified) , May 19 2022 - 10:47pm
| like this. It promotes thought, evokes emotions and invites action and encourages
i o i "~ "y use. Thank you.

Merwita (not verified) , May 21 2022 - 5:25am
| © s ..so helpful for me

Paulino (not verified) , May 25 2022 - 9:43pm
Thank you. With due permission we will use this message.
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Dean mogan (not verified) , May 26 2022 - 10:06pm
This is a beautiful programme for children's day .

Carrol wilson (not verified) , May 28 2022 - 12:55pm
P e 7" 7 ~Children's Day. Can | get permission to use it.

Mellissa Suber... (not verified) , Jun 24 2022 - 9:04pm
Beautiful program, that makes us aware of our children.
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Lucia (not verified) , Feb 11 2023 - 4:36pm
THANK YOU VERY MUCH. | AM GOING TO USE THIS ON CHILDREN’s Day thank you.

Anonymous (not verified) , May 18 2023 - 3:58am
o e _hildren at risk Sabbath. Thank you.

Ruth (not verified) , Jun 03 2023 - 8:50am

This is inspiring.

| would love for us to as parents to if possible treat children with the love of Jesus
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Karren (not verified) , Jul 13 2023 - 12:37am
Very insightful program. Please continue to work for the Lord. May | be granted

Julie (not verified) , Oct 03 2023 - 5:39pm
Very insightful, will sure use for children day program
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